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RED CROSS DIRECTOR JOINING ECLIPSE READINESS TEAM
Authorities Preparing For Eclipse As They Would For a Natural Disaster
(FINDLAY, OH, AUGUST 15, 2017) Todd James, Executive Director of the American Red Cross North Central Ohio Chapter, is joining a Red Cross team in Kentucky in preparation for next week’s solar eclipse.  The Red Cross is part of a large scale planning effort in the twelve states along the eclipse’s path of totality.  
As many as 7 million people are expected to line up along the path of totality from Oregon to South Carolina to view the event, the first in 99 years to sweep across the continental U.S.  This has authorities expecting lodging shortages, cellular blackout zones, gridlock and other emergency conditions.

The Red Cross is coordinating with local emergency agencies along the viewing path to ensure we are collectively prepared for any contingency. This planning is a standard part of our regular collaborations with local emergency management officials with regard to large-scale, public events. If requested by local authorities, the Red Cross is prepared to shelter and feed those who might be displaced by disasters, residential fires or other events. For example, the Red Cross has hundreds of emergency shelters in the 12 states that will be touched by the eclipse in case of other emergencies such as severe weather and extreme heat that might occur while travelers are away from home. 
James will be part of the leadership team for the Kentucky area, serving as an External Relations leader.  He’ll be overseeing teams working on Public Affairs, Governmental Relations and Community Partnerships as part of the operation.  He will leave Friday for the Red Cross headquarters in Greenville, KY.  
“Last year, I served on the team at the Republic National Convention in Cleveland, which was standing by, ready to respond during that event” says James.  “Fortunately, no emergencies occurred and we weren’t called on. I’m hoping that we have the same outcome in this situation.  We want everyone who’s viewing the eclipse to have a safe, positive experience.”

-- more --

James says he Red Cross and emergency officials in the region are urging people planning to travel to see the eclipse to come prepared. 
( Pack an emergency kit in case you get stuck in traffic or can’t find a place to stay. Include water, non-perishable food, a flashlight, battery-powered radio, first aid kit, medications, supplies for an infant if applicable, a multi-purpose tool, personal hygiene items including toilet paper, cell phone chargers, extra cash, blankets, maps of the area and emergency contact information.
 ( Be informed. Learn how officials contact people in the area you are planning to visit in case of an emergency.
 ( Let family or friends know where you are going and the route you plan to take to get there. 
( Arrive at where you plan to watch the eclipse at least a day ahead of time. ( Check the weather forecast ahead of time and throughout the day. 
( Dress in layers so you can adjust for changes in weather conditions. 
( Create an emergency plan. Determine a location to meet in case someone gets separated from your group, and where to go if severe weather occurs. 
( Because cell service may be overwhelmed, print out your directions.
About the American Red Cross:
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies about 40 percent of the nation's blood; teaches skills that save lives; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a not-for-profit organization that depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its mission. For more information, please visit redcross.org/NCOhio like us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter.
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